Temporal changes in chromosome abnormalities in human spontaneous abortions: Results of 40 years of analysis.
Studies during the past 50 years demonstrate the importance of chromosome abnormalities to the occurrence of early pregnancy loss in humans. Intriguingly, there appears to be considerable variation in the rates of chromosome abnormality, with more recent studies typically reporting higher levels than those reported in early studies of spontaneous abortions. We were interested in examining the basis for these differences and accordingly, we reviewed studies of spontaneous abortions conducted in our laboratories over a 40-year-time span. Our analyses confirm a higher rate of abnormality in more recent series of spontaneous abortions, but indicate that the effect is largely, if not entirely, attributable to changes over time in the maternal age structures of the study populations. © 2016 Wiley Periodicals, Inc.